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TARJSA MATSUMOTO 
REFORMATION 
i bathed him 
his fevered skin 
simmered 
cool water warm 
i ran the rag 
over his freckled back 
those faint pixie red-head freckles 
feeling his muscles 
tense and stoic 
from too many coughs 
he didn't moan 
or hide his head 
when i wiped the vomit off his chin 
when i held him over 
the tub's edge 
his body gagging again 
and afterward 
delirious in pain 
illness 
medicine 
he lay in bed 
on his stomach 
quietly asked me to rub his back 
right there in the small of his back 
and i sat on his legs 
my hair faint in a frame 
around him 
dug my thumbs and knuckles 
into his spine 
around his spine 
straddling his spine 
prodded and kneaded 
until muscles loosened 
until he began to breathe 
unblemished 
102/SltETck 
until my shoulders were numb 
fingers stiff 
knuckles out of joint 
until i lay on top of him 
stomach on his back 
head in the crook 
between his shoulders and neck 
and felt his inhaling 
lift me 
then his exhaling 
lower me 
closer to the inside parts of him 
until we matched 
his breath on my forehead 
my breath on his neck 
the weight of both of us 
drowsing our bodies 
coloring our vision 
grey and plum 
the weight of both of us 
like a cantus 
